Progress Update:
C.A.R.E.s New
Shelter Rises
in Ruskin
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Keep Your Pets Safe in an Emergency

COME ON OUT AND SEE OUR SWEET CATS
AND DOGS UP FOR ADOPTION.

C.A.R.E. In the Community,
exciting events coming up!
September 20th - Rock N Roll Rescue
October 19 - Bingo fun at Sunset Bar & Grill!

AND MORE!!

careshelter.org
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C.AR.E. Mission Statement - “To reduce the number of homeless and
unwanted dogs and cats through adoption, sterilization, and education.

"

Special Note:

This is an Electronic Issue C.A.R.E. has produced. If you are viewing
electronically check for links associated with buttons, ads, and stories
throughout this publication.

The Official Bi-Monthly Newsletter of the Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort, Inc.
1528 27th Street S.E., Ruskin, FL 33570 « (813) 645 -2273 « careshelter.org
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ON THE COVER:

C.A.R.E.s New Shelter
Takes Shape

Construction is officially underway on C.AR.E.'s

new 14th Street shelter in Ruskin. After nearly seven
years of planning and fundraising, the five-acre site
is being transformed into a facility more than twice
the size of C.A.R.E.'s current location. Expected to
open in 2027, the new shelter will feature expanded
kennels, six outdoor play yards, a larger surgical suite,
and a dedicated meet-and-greet area for potential
adopters. With approximately $400,000 still needed
for infrastructure, fencing, kennels, and moving
expenses, community support remains essential.

Read story PG 7 ’

CAREing thoughts

. President Joann

. An ongoing challenge for us is ensuring that we have

- enough volunteers to provide daily care for our animals.
This is especially true at this time of year with students
: back in school, people on vacation, and snowbirds yet

* to return. Fond of cats? Consider becoming a cattery

. volunteer. We urgently need morning volunteers to feed
. our cats and kittens, sweep/mop floors, clean litter

. boxes, and provide love, enrichment, and socialization.

- Love dogs? We also need morning kennel volunteers to
prepare the outdoor kennels, clean the indoor kennels,

. provide exercise, socialization, and loving care. For more
¢ information visit our website at www.careshelter.org or

. contact volunteers@careshelter.org. Join us and you will
. help your community and make some animals

. (and yourselves) very happy.
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Community Outreach

Local Brew Company

The Local Brew Company hosted a July gathering for C.AR.E.
friends and supporters. Located in Ruskin/Sun City Center,
they blend and brew small-batch beer and wine, offer
robotic espresso, fresh food, and host community events
designed for locals, visitors, and craft beverage lovers.
Along with hosting the event, Local Brew Company made a
donation to C.AREE.

Tractor Supply — Riverview

The Riverview Tractor Supply team and their generous
customers have shown their support for C.AR.E. by
donating much-needed food, treats, toys, and supplies for
the animals in our care. Their continued generosity helps
provide essential resources for both the shelter and our
community animal food bank. We are incredibly grateful
for their ongoing support and commitment to helping local
animals in need.

Spencer & Kyle — dog food donation

NICK'S
PROPERTY
SERVICES LLG

Alexander Schrier

Eagle Scout Project
at C.A.R.E.

Alexander Schrier chose C.AR.E. to be the
focus of his Eagle Scout service. This is a
very detailed process for the Scout to plan,
fund, and supervise the project. As an animal
lover, this was a perfect fit for his project
and C.ARE.

C.ARE. had a long need to improve the
appearance of the maintenance shed. The gate
areas of the yards needed pavers installed and improved for
safety. All of this was accomplished along with a charming
stencil of paw prints tracking on the wall of the shed that
faces the public parking.

Paw Prints added

Shelley

Great team of Scouts completing the project!

(813) 419-8056



OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10 AMto3PM « Tuesday - Saturday

Mango
(Female cat)

Mango is sophisticated and posh, yet a
sweetheart all the way through! She loves to
hang out with you. She is friendly and sweet and
deserves a family that will give her the affection
she needs.

\_ _J
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Ace

(Male Black Kitten)

1;. ‘-r_'i
Trey

(Male Black Kitten)

Juliette

(Black and While Female Kitten)

Three remaining siblings of the original four. These
three are sweet, playful, curious, and easy going.
They are ready for their new homes and to have a

family to call their own.
_J
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Progress Update: C.A.R.E.s New Shelter Rises in Ruskin

By Rula Urso

Two months after Building Committee members and board
leaders traded shovels for a quick, informal groundbreaking
on 14th Street, site work is now well underway at the future
home of the Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort. What was
once five quiet acres of agricultural land is starting to look
like a construction site, with crews clearing and prepping
the ground for a shelter more than double the size of
C.AR.E''s current two-building setup. For an organization
that's been chasing this moment since 2018, through a
stalled first site and years of patient fundraising, watching
dirt actually move is its own kind of milestone.

Getting to this point took nearly seven years of persistence.

A $1 million estate gift from Ruskin resident Janette
Layer helped jumpstart the building fund, and a string of
additional grants, including $1 million from the Caspersen
Foundation and $250,000 from Community Foundation
Tampa Bay, pushed the project from wish list to reality.
Combined with ongoing community donations, C.AR.E.'s
dream of having a new home is becoming a reality.

The new facility, expected to open in 2027, will bring
welcome breathing room: a bigger surgical suite, separate
laundry areas, and a real board/community room. Most
exciting for the animals are the new six outdoor play yards
and expanded kennels. There's also a meet-and-greet
space designed specifically for prospective adopters to
spend real time getting to know a dog before making it
official, something the current facility simply doesn't have
room for.

However, bigger space means bigger needs, and C.AR.E.
leadership has been candid that capacity to help more pets
depends on having enough hands to care for them. That's
part of why the shelter continues to lean on its community
for both dollars and volunteers as construction moves
forward, the new building can hold more animals, but only

if there are enough people to walk, feed, and love on them
once they arrive.

With roughly $400,000 still needed to cover county-
required infrastructure, plus fencing, a generator, kennels,
and the cost of an eventual move, the fundraising

push isn't over yet. In the meantime,

anyone wanting to pitch
in can donate at www.
careshelter.org or call
the shelter directly

at 813-645-2273.




Volunteer Corner

A Big Thank You to our Amazon

Donors and our Amazing Volunteers!
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Amazon Donation 2026 Picture Volunteers from left to right, Karen (C.A.R.E. Office Manager), Andy, Sandy, Kim, Laura, Dave, Gloria (C.A.R.E. Animal Manager),

John (C.AR.E. VP of the Board) and Nick

About once a month, C.AR.E. receives a generous
donation from Amazon donors. C.AR.E.'s volunteers
gathered outside the shelter’s storage shed to tackle
a mountain of boxes, every one of them a gift from
the generous donors. Stacked high with food, litter,
cleaning supplies, and treats for the dogs and cats
waiting for their forever homes, the boxes told a story
all their own: “Without you, I'm empty inside,” one read,
a fitting reminder of just how much these donations
mean. With smiles all around and sleeves rolled up,
the team dug in sorting, lifting, and carrying supplies
into the shed, turning a driveway full of cardboard into
shelves full of hope.

None of it happens without the heart and muscle of
C.ARR.E's incredible volunteers. A heartfelt thank you
goes out to Karen, C.A.R.E.'s Office Manager, and to
Andy, Sandy, Kim, Laura, and Dave, who showed up
ready to work and kept the whole operation moving.
Thank you to Gloria, C.A.R.E.'s Animal Manager,

whose care for every dog and cat shines through in
everything she does, and to John, VP of the Board, for
his continued dedication and willingness to roll up his
sleeves alongside the crew. And a big thank you to Nick
for lending his energy, his time, and strong hands to
the cause. Together, these volunteers, and every donor
who made these boxes possible, are the reason C.AR.E.
can keep its promise as a no-kill shelter to the animals
of our community. From all of us at C.A.R.E.: thank you!

Celebrating Pets
Every Day

Pet holidays remind us to

celebrate the joy, love, and
companionship animals bring
while helping raise awareness for
pets in need of forever homes.

Larry Brooks M. Ed

Reverse Mortgage Consultant
NMLS#244565

CORPORATE OFFICE MAILING ADDRESS
3419 Brooks Crossing Drive 13014 N. Dale Mabry #328
Suite #108 Tampa, FI 33618

Brandon, FI 33511
Cell: 813-313-8121

Office: 813-657-8700
Email: Larry.aamortgagefunding@yahoo,com

Fax: 813-657-1651
NMLS #227399
= Web: www.AAmortgageFunding.com
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Sept - Oct 2026

Pet Holidays

SEPTEMBER 2026 PET HOLIDAYS

ALL MONTH LONG: National Disaster Preparedness Month. Led

by FEMA's Ready Campaign, Citizen Corps and The Advertising

Council. This is an effort that helps individuals, families, businesses,

and communities find the information they need to take action and

prepare for emergencies. Visit Ready.gov

HOLIDAYS:

» Sept. 1: Ginger Cat Appreciation Day. Celebrating orange-coated
cats who have made our world a little brighter with their flame-
tinted fur and their colorful personalities.

» Sept. 9: Tuxie Appreciation Day. A day to celebrate the formally-
attired black and white cats.

» Sept. 13: Scooby-Doo Day. The dog detective made his debut on
this date in 1969.

» Sept. 13: National Hug Your Hound Day. Second Sunday
in September.

+ Sept. 19: National Meow Like a Pirate Day.

» Sept. 19: Responsible Dog Ownership Day. Always the third
Saturday in September.

» Sept. 19: Puppy Mill Awareness Day. Third Saturday in September.

» Sept. 22: National Walk 'n’ Roll Dog Day. Honoring dogs in
wheelchairs and with mobility challenges.

» Sept. 23: Adopted Dog Day.

+ Sept. 24: Remember Me Thursday® Remember Me Thursday?® is an
international social media awareness day that brings attention to
the millions of adoptable pets waiting in shelters and remembers
those pets who never got a second chance. Share your rescue pet
using #RememberMeThursday.

» Sept. 25: National Schnauzer Day.

» Sept. 30: National Puppy Mill Survivor Day.

OCTOBER 2026 PET HOLIDAYS

ALL MONTH LONG: Adopt A Dog Month® (American Humane

Association) and Adopt a Shelter Dog Month (ASPCA).

+ Black Cat Awareness Month

HOLIDAYS:

» Oct. 1: National Black Dog Day. Helping to shine a light on Black Dog
Syndrome in shelters, this day celebrates the often-overlooked
black dogs looking for a forever home.

» Oct. 2: Canine Companion Day.

» Oct. 4: Kindness to Animals Day.

» Oct. 9: Vet Nurse Day. Also known as Veterinary Nurse Day, this
annual event is always scheduled for the second Friday in October.

» Oct. 10: World Animal Road Accident Awareness Day. This day is
designed to make drivers think what would they do if they hit a dog
or other animal on the road.

» Oct. 15: National Pug Day. Since 2012, this annual event has
celebrated one of the world’s oldest dog breeds..

» Oct. 21: National Pets for Veterans Day.

» Oct. 22: National Make a Dog's Day.

» Oct. 29: National Cat Day.

» Oct. 31: National Pit Bull Awareness Day. Last Saturday in Oct.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10 AMto3PM +« Tuesday - Saturday

Brick

Brick (Male 4 yrs old) is an amazing boy with his
sweet demeanor, smile, and joy for life. He is a
great companion that loves hanging out in the
office with the volunteers giving them attention
and tail wags. His smile will melt your heart, and
his companionship is pure love. He is ready for
his forever home, he is neutered, vaccinated,
and microchipped.

Bandit

(Male fluffy black and white)

(female white and brown)

Daisy

Daisy and her three pups Bandit (male fluffy

black and white) Coco (female brown) and Snowy
(female white and brown) recently arrived at
C.AR.E. Diasy is about 2 years old and her puppies
are about 12 weeks old. Daisy is a Shih Tzu mix and
all four are adorable and sweet and ready

for adoption.

J
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Bryan

Bryan (Male about 1yr old) loves to play in the
yard, fetch his toys and walk around with his
favorite toy . He loves the kiddie pool splashing
around and having fun in the yard. He is neutered,
vaccinated, and microchipped and ready for his

family who will love this big-hearted boy.

\ J

A Little Help Goes a
Long Way

Every day, C.AR.E. works to provide loving care,
comfort, and support for animals waiting for their
next chapter. From everyday essentials to special
treats and enrichment items, our Amazon and Chewy
Wishlists make it easy for our community to help
make a difference.

Your generosity helps provide the supplies our pets
need while they wait for their forever homes. Every
donation, no matter the size, helps us continue giving
animals the love, attention, and care they deserve.
Thank you for being part of the C.A.R.E. family and
helping us create brighter futures for the pets in

our community.

Please visit https://careshelter.org/donate to view our
Chewy and Amazon Wishlist's. For our online version,
you can simply click on the links below:

Chewy

https://www.chewy.com/g/care-critter-adoption-
and-rescue-effort_b152529454#wish-list%20

Amazon
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
Is/2C270PQLUIEY3?ref

All proceeds will benefit Critter
Adoption and Rescue Effort
(C.A.R.E.) in Ruskin.

Monday, October 19
Bingo Night at
Sunset Bar & Grill

BINGO starts at 7:00PM

Grab your friends, enjoy great food
and drinks, and try your luck at
winning exciting prizes while helping
local animals in need.

All proceeds benefit C.A.R.E.
Animal Shelter — because every
game helps a pet find a home.
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C.A.R.E. - Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort

A COMEDY CONCERT
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Get ready for laughter, Ive music, and a great cause!
Rock & Rell for Rescus brings togethar high-anengy
reck hits and hilarious comady for an unforgettable
avening ol entertainment.

Procesds berefit C.ARE. Animal Shelter, helping i

provide food, medical care, shelier, and koving : ply )

W furm In nwad as they wait for ﬁi— % 5.

g ; f‘__ 0 W . ¥
LAUGH. RESCUE.

EVERY TICKET HELPS SUPPORT HOMELESS ANIMALS IN OUR COMBMUNITY.

Call for tickets: 813-645-7T651
or book online at

www. firehouseculturalcenter.org
Tickote are non-refundabie.

ALL REFERVATIONS ASE IN ADVANCE! b

TICKETS: * ;i

S25 Eacu

Firehouse Cultural Center
107 Tt Ave ME, Ruskin -

g8 www lirehouseculturaboenterong t.'_ B13-645-7H51

C.A.R.E. ¢
Business .
Partnershipsy

<

C.A.R.E. is grateful to the many Business
Partners who support our mission.

Annual Business Partner donations help us continue
to provide food, shelter, and medical care for the cats
and dogs we take into our shelter each year.

Because we know that business owners are inundated
with requests for donations, we would like to offer
better value for your support. Business Partners are

. RE/MAX

burn boot comr
Apollo Beach

Pharmacy
8132961333 Sy sanis,

EerCE TEL WYRATT. 58S
iy &N FANAT AT

T LT O T, T
S e e e

promoted in this and every issue of Critter Chronicles.
We also post your logo on our website and hyperlink
to your website to help you reach a large consumer
group — pet owners.

Let's work together to promote your business and
further the mission to reduce the number of homeless
and unwanted cats and dogs in the Southshore area.

NS IRTRETICS
129 R Ik

NBE 2!

ity L o il oy i
[ e R LT

- JOZSWINNER
-] BESTPERSONAL
-/ INSURENCE

HEERCY

We hope you will consider supporting C.A.R.E. and the mission to rescue homeless cats and dogs.
For additional information, contact C.A.R.E. Outreach Coordinator cherischumacher2@gmail.com.
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Doctors Corner

Keep Your Pets Safe in an Emergency

Pets are family, so they need their own spot in your emergency plan. If local
officials tell you to evacuate, that means your pets evacuate too. Leaving them

we want to
hear from you

Do you have a story or an article you would like to see
in our magazine? We are always on the lookout for the
community to participate in what we do here

advertising
opportunities

C.AR.E. is a non-profit no-kill animal shelter. We rely
heavily upon the financial assistance of concerned
citizens and socially responsible businesses to reach

at CARE. our goals. To help support our activities, we offer
advertising opportunities in our monthly Critter

Chronicles newsletter.

behind can mean they end up lost, hurt, or worse. Most hotels and shelters won't
take animal guests other than service animals, so it pays to scout out pet-friendly
options along your evacuation route now, not during a crisis.

PLEASE EMAIL

Urso.Rula@gmail.com

Please put Critter Chronicles in the subject line
with your ideas and submissions.

Critter Chronicles Newsletter Ad Rates

Full Color Price

Special Thanks to:

m

1/6 Page Vertical
1/6 Page Horizontal Short
1/6 Page Horizontal Long

$75 per edition

1/3 Page Horizontal $150 per edition

Printing Company, Inc
SHEETFED & WEB PRINTING
2/3 Page Horizontal $300 per edition

1/4 Page Vertical Ad $125 per edition

1/2 Page Vertical Ad

) $250 per edition
1/2 Page Horizontal Ad

Full Page Ad No Bleed $400 per edition

Full Service

Commercial Printing

Full Page Ad $400 per edition

for all your business
and personal needs.

Additional Value

Advertising creation $40

Additional $25

i Inside back cover placement

W§sley G. Mullins

. . —(8 3) 645-4048 Inside front cover placement Additional $50
Quick Checklists MMPrintinc.c:
e N e N r!:-" Anyone interested in placing an ad in the Critter
.

Chronicles should contact Urso.Rula@gmail.com

Emergency Kit Essentials:
Q Food and water (several days’ supply)

Before Disaster Strikes:
0 Know a pet-friendly hotel or shelter along
your evacuation route 0

wmullins@mmprintinc.com

210 Woodland Estates Ave. + Ruskin, FL 33570 Electronic files should be at least 300 dpi and in .jpg

Any regular medications, in a or .pdf file format (no Microsoft Publisher).

Q Line up a backup “buddy” (neighbor, friend, waterproof container

C.A.R.E. Medical staff provided by:
or relative) who can step in if you're not

. QU Basic first-aid kit
home to care for or evacuate your pets if . Iﬂ
you are unable to do so Q Leash or harness and a sturdy carrier Eﬂ?ﬁ!ﬁ- Dedicated volunt
i man g HOLPITAL edicate olunteers
QO Keep your pet's vaccination records and a J Copies of vaccination records are alway\g needed
photo of the two of you together on hand (paper + digital) THE FINEST IN at CARE
VETERINARY CARE e

Q Alittle prep now means a lot less panic
later for you and your pet. Visit Ready.gov
\_ for more information. )

Q Make sure your pet is microchipped and
wearing a backup collar with ID tag

N J

A little prep now means a lot less panic later for you and your pet.
Visit Ready.gov for more information.

We are dedicated to providing excellent care.
CALL TO LEARN MORE.

813-671-3400

BoyetteAnimalHospital.com

PLEASE EMAIL

volunteers@careshelter.org

if interested.

Dr. Audrey Guida « Dr. Matt Encinosa « Dr. Nancy Moser « Veterinary Technician Kelsey Hinsz
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LOVE ANIMALS?

VOLUNTEER WITH C.A.R.E.l

C.A.R.E.
CRITTER ADOPTION &

RESCUE EFFORT

A No-Kill Dog & Cat Shelter in Ruskin

MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND FUEL YOUR PASSION HELPING ANIMALS

e Save lives and give hope: Your time helps animals find
safety, care, and loving homes.

 Make a tangible impact: Walk dogs, socialize cats, or
assist with shelter tasks to improve their lives.

e Be part of a compassionate community: Connect with

others who share your love for animals.

HAVE QUESTIONS? READY TO JOIN?

e Apply online at careshelter.org
o Or call 813-645-2273

o Or email volunteers@careshelter.org

FLEXIBLE HOURS THAT FIT YOUR SCHEDULE!

BE A PAWSITIVE FORCE: VOLUNTEER WITH C.A.R.E. TODAY!

C.A.R.E. Animal Shelter, a 501 (c) (3) Public Charity
careshelter.org
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