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C.A.R.E. Mission Statement - “To reduce the number of homeless and 
unwanted dogs and cats through adoption, sterilization, and education.”

This is an Electronic Issue C.A.R.E. has produced. If you are viewing 
electronically check for links associated with buttons, ads, and stories 
throughout this publication.
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ON THE COVER:

C.A.R.E. Animal Shelter 
Launches New Website 
to Better Serve the 
Community

CAREing thoughts

President Joann

Have you visited C.A.R.E.’s new website?  Bright, bold, 
fun, intuitive, and informative is what we’re hearing about 
it.  The goal was to create a website that is user-friendly, 
mobile-friendly, and easy to navigate.  The new site has 
a strong emphasis on showcasing adoptable animals, 
highlighting the number of lives saved, and making it 
easy for visitors to support C.A.R.E.’s mission through 
adoption, donations and volunteering.

A Website Committee was formed in February in line 
with the 25th anniversary of opening C.A.R.E.’s doors, 
and in anticipation of our new building.  The committee, 
comprised of James DeMass, Brenda Knebel, Joanna 
Wisniewski and Rula Urso, brought over 20 years of 
web design, development and project management 
expertise.  Members of the committee were hand 
selected for their commitment to C.A.R.E., skills, and 
passion to this project.

We hope you enjoy this refreshed digital experience, 
built to help more animals find loving homes.  
www.careshelter.org

C.A.R.E. (Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort, Inc.), the 
beloved no-kill animal shelter located at 1528 27th St. 
SE in Ruskin, Florida, has just launched an exciting new 
website at careshelter.org and it’s everything animal 
lovers in the South Shore area have been waiting 
for! The vibrant, mission-driven site makes it easier 
than ever to get involved, with dedicated sections 
for adoption, volunteering, and donating. True to the 
shelter’s core values of Compassion, Aid, Rescue, 
and Education, the site also features heartwarming 
“Happy Tails” success stories from real families whose 
lives have been forever changed by their C.A.R.E. 
adoptees. From browsing available pets to checking 
upcoming events and learning about adoption fees, 
everything you need is right at your fingertips at 
careshelter.org.
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Community Outreach

A Wellness Event with a Heart 
for Pets 
Stephen Ng hosted a health and wellness event for their 
clients, inviting C.A.R.E. Outreach Coordinator Cheri 
Schumacher to share the joy and benefits of pet ownership.

C.A.R.E. is grateful for their donation to continue our mission. 

Retired Heroes Give Back to 
Help Local Pets 
At their May breakfast, the Retired Firefighters and Law 
Enforcement Breakfast Group donated $500 to C.A.R.E.  This 
group meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 9:00 at the Sun 
City Center Denny’s and welcomes others to join.  Sun City Center Women’s Club 

Donates to C.A.R.E. 
The Sun City Women’s Club again chose to donate to 
C.A.R.E. providing a $1000 check. The Sun City Center 
Woman’s Club, Inc. is a non-profit, volunteer organization 
that strives to enrich the lives of its members and 
community through educational activities and charitable 
services. This organization is a regular donor to C.A.R.E. along 
with donating to other local public charities.   

ABC Fine Wine &  
Spirits Management Team 
Service Project 
The Manger of the Apollo Beach ABC Fine Wine & Spirits 
store, Amanda Hacker, reached out asking to volunteer to do 
a service project for C.A.R.E.  She rounded up the Tampa Bay 
area ABC Store Mangers, all 14 of them to help.   

They completed two key projects that have great benefits.  
One team applied Cool Guard to the roofs of the outdoor 
kennels.  This reflects the heat from the kennels making for 
a more comfortable environment for our dogs.  Just in time 
before our hot summer! 

Another team improved our path from the back gate to the 
buildings by spreading crushed shell for a safer entry.  They 
also helped to clear and clean the butterfly garden outside 
of the cattery.  

C.A.R.E. is grateful for their willingness to lend a hand and 
making a positive impact for the shelter. 

June BINGO for C.A.R.E.
Southshore loves BINGO, especially when it benefits our 
local animal shelter. It was a big crowd again at Salty 
Shamrock enjoying an evening of BINGO. 

(813) 419-8056

Stephen & Elizabeth Ng

Mary Starrett, Cheri Schumacher/C.A.R.E. Outreach Coordinator,  

Shawna Wainwright 

ABC Fine Wine & Spirits Management Team with Brenda Knebel C.A.R.E. Board 

of Directors

C.A.R.E. Board of Directors member, Brenda Knebel and Terri Reidt, South 
Shore Chamber Member.

Outreach Committee – Kris, Cookie, Lisa, Brenda

pg 4 pg 5



C.A.R.E. (Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort, Inc.), the

beloved no-kill animal shelter located at 1528 27th St.

SE in Ruskin, Florida, has just launched an exciting new

website at careshelter.org and it’s everything animal

lovers in the South Shore area have been waiting for! The

vibrant, mission-driven site makes it easier than ever

to get involved, with dedicated sections for adoption,

volunteering, and donating. True to the shelter’s core values

of Compassion, Aid, Rescue, and Education, the site also

features heartwarming “Happy Tails” success stories from

real families whose lives have been forever changed by

their C.A.R.E. adoptees. From browsing available pets to

checking upcoming 

events and learning 

about adoption 

fees, everything 

you need is right at 

your fingertips at 

careshelter.org.

The new website also shines a spotlight on a thrilling new 

chapter for the organization. C.A.R.E. is building a brand-

new facility, promising more space and even better care for 

the animals it serves. Visitors can see the Our New Home 

page where building progress updates and information 

about the new facility will be posted.

Navigating the new site is a breeze, with clearly organized 

sections including About Us, Our New Home, In the 

Community, Resources, and Contact Us plus big, bold calls 

to action for adopting, donating, and volunteering. The 

About Us page is a love letter to 25 years of dedication, 

guiding visitors through a timeline that stretches from the 

shelter’s humble beginnings in 2000 to the groundbreaking 

of its new facility in June 2026. Since C.A.R.E. receives 

no government funding and relies entirely on donations, 

adoption fees, fundraisers, and grants, the support of the 

community is everything. A handy FAQ section makes it 

simple for newcomers to learn about the adoption process, 

volunteer opportunities, and what makes C.A.R.E. truly one 

of a kind.

Whether you’re ready to adopt, eager to volunteer, or 

simply want to cheer on a cause worth celebrating, 

careshelter.org is your go-to destination and proof that 

when a community comes together for animals in need, 

truly amazing things happen.

Find Your  
Purr-fect 
Match
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10 AM to 3 PM    •     Tuesday - Saturday

The sweetest Kittens 
and Cats are up for 
adoption at C.A.R.E. 
From tiny and playful 
kittens to kitty 
snuggles and purrs 
they are here at 
C.A.R.E. waiting for
their furever home.

C.A.R.E. Animal Shelter Launches New Website
to Connect Ruskin Community with Pets in Need
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Brenda Knebel is a 
seasoned higher education and 
accreditation and compliance 
professional with over 30 years 
of experience in admissions, 
compliance and accreditation, 
project management, and 
organizational leadership. Known 
for her collaborative leadership 
style and ability to manage 

projects and drive operational efficiency, Brenda has 
successfully managed complex projects, developed high-
performing teams, and built strong relationships across 
institutions and industries.

In addition to her professional accomplishments, Brenda 
is an active community volunteer. She serves with C.A.R.E. 
(Critter Adoption & Rescue Effort) as a cattery volunteer 
on Tuesday and Friday mornings, is a member of the 
Outreach Committee, and has been a member of the Board 
of Directors since November 2025. She and her partner 
Kris are proud pet cat parents to Peppa and Oliver. 

Joanna Wisniewski is a 
communications professional 
with 19+ years of experience 
in strategic messaging, 
digital content, and website 
management. She currently 
leads internal communications 
initiatives, including managing 
and optimizing a company 
intranet, and has previously 

led website redesigns and digital strategy in higher 
education. Joanna brings a blend of experience and 
creativity to help shape a welcoming, user-friendly 
C.A.R.E. website. Outside of work, she enjoys spending
time with her family and her two English bulldogs, Muffin
and Coco.

Rula Urso is a C.A.R.E. Board 
Member and the Editor and 
Content Creator behind the 
Critter Chronicles. She brings 
over 20 years of financial 
expertise as Director of Loan 
Operations at Kayne Anderson 
Capital Advisors and serves 
as an Adjunct Professor 
at Florida International 

University, teaching Business Analytics and Statistics. 
She is currently completing her Doctorate in Business 
Administration and Statistics at FIU. Outside of work, 
Rula and her husband Frank share their home with five 
beloved pets, and her mother Helen volunteers with 
C.A.R.E. in the cattery each week.

James L. DeMass Jr. 
has over 20 years of website 
building expertise and helped  
create a welcoming, easy-to-
navigate online experience that 
connects the community with 
animals in need. A graduate 
of Ringling College of Art and 
Design, combat veteran, and 
experienced graphic designer 

specializing in UI/UX. He has also led the design and 
production of the C.A.R.E. magazine (Critter Chronicles) 
since 2019. As a proud adopter, having welcomed his 
dog, Rocket, from C.A.R.E., his work is driven by a genuine 
passion for helping animals find safe, loving homes.

“Good design makes it easy to connect with 
people and purpose. Every click will bring 
someone closer to giving an animal a home.” 
James L. DeMass Jr.

JULY 2026 PET HOLIDAYS
MONTH-LONG OBSERVATIONS:
• Lost Pet Prevention Month
• National Pet Hydration Awareness Month

HOLIDAYS:
• July 1: National ID Your Pet Day
• July 7: National Koi Day
• July 10: National Kitten Day
• July 11: All-American Pet Photo Day
• July 15: I Love Horses Day
• July 15: National Pet Fire Safety Day
• July 16: World Snake Day
• July 21: National Craft for Your Local Shelters Day
• July 26: National Dog Photography Day
• July 31: National Mutt Day

AUGUST 2026 PET HOLIDAYS
MONTH-LONG OBSERVATIONS:
• National Dog Month
• Clear the Shelters Month
• Wellness Month

HOLIDAYS:
• August 1: DOGust Universal Birthday for Shelter Dogs
• August 5: Work Like a Dog Day
• August 8: International Cat Day
• August 10: Spoil Your Dog Day
• August 15: Check the Chip Day
• August 15: Clear the Shelters Day (observed the third

Saturday of August)
• August 15: International Homeless Animals’ Day (observed

on the third Saturday of August)
• August 17: National Black Cat Appreciation Day &

International Black Cat Day
• August 22: National Take Your Cat To The Vet Day
• August 23: International Blind Dog Day
• August 28: Rainbow Bridge Remembrance Day
• August 30: National Holistic Pet Day

Brick 
staying 
cool 
in the 
summer 
heat.

Celebrating 
Pets Every Day

Pet holidays remind 
us to celebrate 

the joy, love, and 
companionship 
animals bring 

while helping raise 
awareness for pets  

in need of  
forever homes.

July and August 2026 
Pet HolidaysMeet the C.A.R.E. 

Website Committee
Behind every great website is a team of passionate people who care and, in this case, that’s literally true! In 
January 2026, Rula Urso brought together a dedicated group of C.A.R.E. supporters with a shared mission: build 
a website worthy of the amazing animals and community that make C.A.R.E. so special. Each committee member 
was hand-selected for their deep connection to C.A.R.E., their unique expertise, and their unwavering devotion to 
everything the shelter stands for.

This dream team of four set out to create something that felt just as warm and welcoming as walking through 
C.A.R.E.’s front door. The goal? A website that’s fun to explore, easy to navigate, packed with helpful information,
and a true reflection of the heart and soul behind the C.A.R.E. mission. We think they nailed it and are very excited
of this truly exciting achievement.

• Estate Sales
• Downsizing Moves

www.SunshineSeniorMovers.com
813-924-1601813-924-1601

Your Local Estate Sale 
and Downsizing Resource

“Helping Seniors Through 
  the Transitions of Life” 

Larry Brooks M. Ed
Reverse Mortgage Consultant

NMLS#244565

CORPORATE OFFICE
3419 Brooks Crossing Drive 
Suite #108
Brandon, Fl 33511
Offi ce: 813-657-8700
Fax: 813-657-1651
NMLS #227399

MAILING ADDRESS
13014 N. Dale Mabry #328
Tampa, Fl 33618

Cell: 813-313-8121
Email: Larry.aamortgagefunding@yahoo,com
Web: www.AAmortgageFunding.com

pg 9pg 8



A New Best 
Friend Is 
Just a  
Paw Away

Lincoln is a sweet little guy that is need of a family 
that has lots of love and attention to give. Lincoln 
is shy but warms up to you after some time  
and affection. Lincoln is neutered, vaccinated,  
and microchipped. 

Brick is a bundle of joy, smiles, and love. This 
gentle giant is affectionate , sweet, and playful. He 
loves being with the volunteers playing in the yard 
and goofing around. Brick is neutered, vaccinated, 
and microchipped.

Sadie is a sweetheart. She loves getting attention 
from the volunteers and enjoys going for walks 
and playing with her toys. Sadie is spayed, 
vaccinated, and microchipped.

Anaklin is a sweet little guy that was found 
wondering the streets, thankfully he was brought 
to C.A.R.E. He has the sweetest personality 
and gets along with other dogs. Anaklin will be 
neutered soon, is vaccinated and microchipped.

Lincoln

Brick Sadie

Anaklin
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10 AM to 3 PM    •     Tuesday - Saturday

August 10th
Bingo Night at 

Sunset Bar & Grill
BINGO starts at 7:00PM

All proceeds will benefit Critter 
Adoption and Rescue Effort 

(C.A.R.E.) in Ruskin.

Grab your friends, enjoy great food 
and drinks, and try your luck at 

winning exciting prizes while helping 
local animals in need.

All proceeds benefit C.A.R.E.  
Animal Shelter — because every 

game helps a pet find a home.

50/50 Raffle  

& Prizes for 

Winners!

A Little Help Goes a 
Long Way

Chewy

Amazon

Every day, C.A.R.E. works to provide loving care, 
comfort, and support for animals waiting for their 
next chapter. From everyday essentials to special 
treats and enrichment items, our Amazon and Chewy 
Wishlists make it easy for our community to help 
make a difference.

Your generosity helps provide the supplies our pets 
need while they wait for their forever homes. Every 
donation, no matter the size, helps us continue giving 
animals the love, attention, and care they deserve. 
Thank you for being part of the C.A.R.E. family and 
helping us create brighter futures for the pets in  
our community.

Please visit https://careshelter.org/donate to view our 
Chewy and Amazon Wishlist’s. For our online version , 
you can simply click on the links below:
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Annual Business Partner donations help us continue 
to provide food, shelter, and medical care for the cats 
and dogs we take into our shelter each year.  

Because we know that business owners are inundated 
with requests for donations, we would like to offer 
better value for your support. Business Partners are 

C.A.R.E. is grateful to the many Business 
Partners who support our mission.

C.A.R.E. 
Business  
Partnerships

We hope you will consider supporting C.A.R.E. and the mission to rescue homeless cats and dogs.

For additional information, contact C.A.R.E. Outreach Coordinator cherischumacher2@gmail.com.

KN EO Y

M

DA
B

promoted in this and every issue of Critter Chronicles. 
We also post your logo on our website and hyperlink 
to your website to help you reach a large consumer 
group – pet owners.  

Let’s work together to promote your business and 
further the mission to reduce the number of homeless 
and unwanted cats and dogs in the Southshore area.  
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​C.A.R.E. is a non-profit no-kill animal shelter. We rely
heavily upon the financial assistance of concerned
citizens and socially responsible businesses to reach
our goals. To help support our activities, we offer
advertising opportunities in our monthly Critter
Chronicles newsletter.

Critter Chronicles Newsletter Ad Rates

Full Color Price

1/6 Page Vertical

1/6 Page Horizontal Short

1/6 Page Horizontal Long

$75 per edition

1/3 Page Horizontal ​$150 per edition

2/3 Page Horizontal $300 per edition

1/4 Page Vertical Ad $125 per edition

1/2 Page Vertical Ad 

1/2 Page Horizontal Ad
$250 per edition

Full Page Ad No Bleed $400 per edition

Full Page Ad ​$400 per edition

Additional Value

Advertising creation $40

Inside front cover placement Additional $25

Inside back cover placement Additional $50

advertising  
opportunities

Anyone interested in placing an ad in the Critter 
Chronicles should contact Urso.Rula@gmail.com

Electronic files should be at least 300 dpi and in .jpg 
or .pdf file format (no Microsoft Publisher).

wmullins@mmprintinc.com 
210 Woodland Estates Ave. • Ruskin, FL 33570

MMPrintinc.com

Full Service

for all your business
          and personal needs.

Commercial Printing

(813) 645-4048

Wesley G. Mullins
CEO

CALL TO LEARN MORE.
813-671-3400
BoyetteAnimalHospital.com

Dr. Audrey Guida  •  Dr. Matt Encinosa  •  Dr. Nancy Moser  •  Veterinary Technician Kelsey Hinsz

THE FINEST IN 
VETERINARY CARE
We are dedicated to providing excellent care.

C.A.R.E. Medical staff provided by:

Special Thanks to:

we want to 
hear from you
Do you have a story or an article you would like to see 
in our magazine? We are always on the lookout for the 
community to participate in what we do here  
at C.A.R.E.

PLEASE EMAIL 
Urso.Rula@gmail.com 
Please put Critter Chronicles in the subject line 
with your ideas and submissions.

Dedicated volunteers 
are always needed  

at C.A.R.E. 

PLEASE EMAIL 
volunteercare@aol.com 

if interested. 

Microchip your pet
A permanent ID implanted under the skin. 
If found, any vet or shelter can scan it and 
trace your pet back to you instantly.

ID tags on every walk
A collar tag with your name and phone number 
is the fastest way for a good Samaritan to 
reach you. Check tags regularly for wear.

Secure your yard
Inspect fences for gaps, loose boards, or 
digging spots. Even small openings can be an 
escape route for a determined pet.

Keep current photos
Update your pet's photo every few months. 
A clear, recent image is essential for lost pet 
flyers and social media posts.

Spay or neuter
Unaltered pets are far more likely to roam 
in search of a mate. Spaying or neutering 
significantly reduces the urge to escape.

Know your neighbors
Share your contact info with nearby neighbors 
so they can quickly reach you if they spot your 
pet wandering nearby.

If your pet does go missing
As soon as you notice your pet is missing, search your immediate property and the 1-mile 
radius around it, as most pets are found very close to home. Post on local Facebook groups, 
and file a report with your County Animal Services. If your pet is microchipped, they also 
provide services for notifications, flyers, etc. of your lost pet.

Lost Pet Prevention Guide
Simple steps to keep your furry family member safe and sound

6 essential tips

Your quick prevention checklist

✔ Microchip registered and up to date

✔ Collar fits snugly — not too loose

✔ Recent clear photo saved on your phone

✔ Neighbors have your contact info

✔ ID tag with current phone number

✔ Fence inspected for escape points

✔ Pet is spayed or neutered

✔ Gates and doors close securely

Doctors Corner
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Save lives and give hope: Your time helps animals find
safety, care, and loving homes.
Make a tangible impact: Walk dogs, socialize cats, or
assist with shelter tasks to improve their lives.
Be part of a compassionate community: Connect with
others who share your love for animals.

Love Animals? 
Volunteer with C.A.R.E.! 

CRITTER ADOPTION & 
RESCUE EFFORT 
A No-Kill Dog & Cat Shelter in Ruskin 

Make a Difference and Fuel Your Passion Helping Animals 

Be a PAWsitive force: Volunteer with C.A.R.E. today!
C.A.R.E. Animal Shelter, a 501 (c) (3) Public Charity

careshelter.org

Have Questions? Ready to join? 
Apply online at careshelter.org
Or call 813-645-2273
Or email VolunteerCARE@aol.com

Flexible hours that fit your schedule!
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